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 OF INTEREST  CHAPTER BIZ 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONTINUED.... 
 
that, well, you know how it is as time goes along, that people 
forget, and new people come along who don’t know the 
history. 
 
That swings both ways of course. It’s a collaborative issue. 
We have a great Board this year. And of the 11 members, 
there are five firm principals, three sole proprietors and one 
firm vice president. We are very capable of collaborating with 
the member firm leadership. Collaborative leadership has 
become an important measure of an effective organization. 
Marvin Malecha FAIA, this year’s Grassroots chair, put it like 
this: “ A greater voice for our members is vital for our 
Institute. It is the means by which member intentions become 
Institute prioities.” This applies at the Chapter level too. 
 
As far as the Chapter history goes, it’s time to freshen this 
thing up all the way around. It’s a good year for it. There’s a 
lot of innovation going on at the Board level, and the sacred 
cows are not getting any free passes from us.  
 
Your stewardship of the Chapter involves three things:   
 

1. Communicate with us about what the Chapter 
needs to be doing to support the member firms. 
You can email me. Maybe a collaboration 
roundtable would be a good idea. Let’s see. 
 

2. Do send in your Voluntary Firm Contribution if 
you haven’t done so already. There’s an old 
saying that, “If wishes were horses, then beggars 
could ride.” Our Chapter’s increment out of the 
AIA annual dues amounts to about 30 percent of 
our annual budget. That’s it. Voluntary Firm 
Contributions are one very important way we 
make up the difference and keep the office 
running and providing services. 
 

3. Help build the future leadership of the Chapter 
and your firm’s role in it. We have plenty of 
committee work, even for your junior staff 
members. Encourage them to get involved. Call 
or email the Chapter office. 

 
We have to be effective as an organization, for the letters 
“AIA” after your name to have credibility. It’s not automatic. 
The Chapter is the local delivery arm for the Institute and AIA 
California Council. Help us carry the load. Be good stewards 
of the “AIA” after your name. 
 
Thanks,  
Joe Catalano AIA 

CHAPTER PROGRAM, CONTINUED.... 
 
From an architectural perspective, the information in BIM is 
the true value. Architects produce an immense amount of 
information that is under-utilized.  Information that is not 
accessible will become irrelevant in this information centric 
age. Architects that understand this will flourish like the 
internet and those that do not will fade like a Betamax.   
BIMStorm was proof that a stunning amount of collaboration 
and change is possible today with many tools. At the end of 
the day, it is not the technology or tools that matter, but the 
ability to translate our knowledge into a format that is relevant 
and valuable. BIM is just a container for data. A changed 
process with new tools gives us broader choices on how data 
is used. Technology is not the barrier to change, the cultural 
shift in how we collaborate is the challenge. 
 
As an principal or owner come learn first hand how you can 
have an impact on your organization and the industry today. 
You do NOT need to know how to use BIM to make this shift. 
This will change your business plan. As a professional in the 
industry, come learn how you can be poised to be part of this 
shift today. There are two choices, stand by and watch the 
world change in front of you or be part of the change.  
BIMStorm had ripple effects throughout the world, and 
it started here in Pasadena. Come and learn at the eye of the 
storm. We will build part of Pasadena in this real time 
charrette.  
  
RK Stewart - FAIA 
2007 president of the American Institute of Architects said:  "Onuma's Web-based tool is 
at the "cutting edge of where the industry is already headed." 
  
Mario Guttman, AIA - HOK 
“The BIMStorm was an eye opener that things are going to change a lot more quickly that 
we thought because change doesn’t have to be planned out in advance. Everything is 
going to be out there for your application to access and we don’t need an endless series 
of committee meetings to make this happen.” 
 
Tony Rinella - Anshen + Allen 
“BIMStorm is a revelation for Integrated Project Delivery teams looking for new and 
efficient means of collaboration. We saw international design and analysis talents coming 
together instantly as needed to further projects. BIMStorm opens a new universe of 
possibilities for procurement and contracting in our increasingly competitive and 
globalizing AECOO economy.”  
 
Sponsored by:  
Kelar Pacific, LLC | Architecture, Engineering, Construction 
A Leader in Integrated Project Delivery 
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THE WINNER CHAPTER  
CAVIN FELLOWSHIP:  
 
The prestigious $10,000 
Cavin Family Traveling 
Fellowship has been 
awarded to Robert 
Alexander, a promising 
young west-coast 
architecture graduate of 
the California State 
Polytechnic University, 
Pomona for foreign travel-
study of his own devising.  
Alexander’s design solution to the Land Campus of a 
Minneapolis Montessori school facility successfully merged 
Maria Montessori’s hands-on educational philosophy with 
environmental awareness and organic food production. 
 
At the fellowship awards banquet held March 28, 2008, 
Fellowship Secretary Patrick Sullivan, FAIA, and Brooks 
Cavin, AIA, fellowship founder, proudly announced the second 
winner of the annual award as well as the alternate, Michael 
D’Ambrosia, a graduate of the University of Oregon.  The third 
finalist was Katherine Harvey, also a graduate of the 
University of Oregon. 
 
A distinguished jury determined the winner on the basis of a 
five-day design competition.  The jury chair was Marvin 
Malecha, FAIA, President-elect of the American Institute of 
Architects and Dean of the College of Environmental Design 
at North Carolina State University.  Other jury members 
included Hofu Wu, Arch.D., FAIA, Professor of Architecture, 
Cal Poly Pomona; Allison Kwok, AIA, Associate Professor of 
Architecture at the University of Oregon; Nick Wheeler, 
architectural photographer, recipient of the prestigious 
American Institute of Architect’s Honor Award for career 
achievement in 1985; and Joseph Catalano, President, 
Pasadena and Foothill Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRM CONTRIBUTIONS 2008 
The Chapter wishes to thank 
those members and firms who 
have participated in this program 
for the last 7 years. 
 
Your generosity has permitted 
the Chapter to offer excellent 
events and programs as well as 
maintain a permanent Chapter 
Office. 
 
PLATINUM 
 
D.S. Ewing Architects 
Flewelling & Moody 
Gonzalez|Goodale Architects 
SWA Architects  
Onuma & Associates 
  
GOLD 
TDM Architects 
 
SILVER 
David Jay Flood and Associates 
 
  
BRONZE 
 
TITANIUM 
  
INDIVIDUAL &  
SMALL PRACTICE 
 
Alan G. Calisher, AIA 
Buff Smith & Hensman 
Mark Gangi AIA 
Gilbert Hershberger, AIA-E 
Patrick Sullivan Associates 
Franklin W. Thornton Associates 
Stacey Pray, AIA 
Stan Westfall, AIA 
 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

President 
Joe Catalano, AIA 
626-975-0757 
 
Vice President/Pres. Elect 
Mark Gangi, AIA 
818-845-3170 
 
Treasurer 
Richard McCann, AIA 
626-836-1060 
 
Secretary 
Kimon Onuma, AIA 
626-793-7400  x1 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Membership 
Richard Maness, AIA 
626-799-2443 
 
Advocacy 
Julianna Delgado, Assoc. AIA  
909-869-5427 
 
Programs 
Vijay Sehgal, AIA  
323-255-4343 
 
Sponsorship 
Anne Marie Kaufman Perlov, AIA  
818-845-3170 
 
At-Large 
Peter Tolkin, AIA 
626-356-0443 
 
Craig Mount, AIA 
626-357-9880 
 
Alek Zarifian, AIA  
310-229-2700 
 

CHAPTER EXECUTIVE 
 
Debra Boudreau, Ex Officio 
626-796-7601 

 

 
 
 

Juror Allison Kwok and Fellowship 
Founder Brooks Cavin 

 
 2008 Fellowship WINNER Robert Alexander 
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Collaboration and Stewardship 
 
The other day I was speaking with a principal of a member firm about the 
Voluntary Firm Contribution Program. Specifically about what is important to the 
member firms about us, the local Chapter. This person’s firm is a loyal and 
generous supporter of the program, and they have sent in their check for 2008. 
However we were having a pretty constructive talk about  why not all firms are 
helping to carry the load, and what the Chapter leadership can do better in this 
regard. In truth it’s something that I’ve thought we should sharpen our pencils 
about this year. 
 
A few years ago when times were tough his firm was one that stepped up and 
was instrumental in creating the Voluntary Firm Contribution Program to replace 
the old, mandatory supplemental dues program. That is, we’re a fellowship, and 
he knows how things are supposed to go around, and he’s pretty dismayed 
 

APRIL CHAPTER EVENTS 
 
1-2 Office Closed AIACC Board Meeting 
 
3 Ex Com - 8:30 am 
 Chapter Office 
 
4 First Friday Forum - 7:30 am 
 Program: Bungalow Heaven, 

Pasadena  
 Assistance League of Pasadena 
 820 E. California Blvd. 
 
7     Architecture week  
13 National Campaign 
 
10 Board Meeting - 6  pm 
 Assistance League of Pasadena 
 
20   Holiday, Passover 
 
23 Chapter Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 Program: BIM Storm 
 Parsons 

MAY CHAPTER EVENTS 
 
1 Ex Com - 8:30 am 
 Chapter Office 
 
2 First Friday Forum - 7:30 am 
 Program:  

Sarah Lorenzen: The LA River 
 Assistance League of Pasadena 
 820 E. California Blvd 
 
8 Board Meeting - 6 pm 
 Assistance League of Pasadena 
 
15 AIA National Convention 
17 Boston,Mass. 
 
17 Chapter Special Meeting -  
 Saturday 6:30 pm 
 Program: Tours of Gamble House and  
 Huntington's Greene & Greene Archives 
 
 
26 Holiday, Memorial Day 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

APRIL 2008 

Continued, pg 2 




