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 Many young talents today are choosing alternative
careers due to the cost of an architectural education.
Consider, the eight (and now nine) architectural
programs we support have over 2,600 students. Four
scholarships represent a tiny percentage of those
students. Long-term we need to continue to grow the
fund, doubling the number of scholarships again. And
we need to build an internship program, giving
students “real-life” office experiences, while helping
financially. 

2021 Driskel Scholars – Once again the sixteen
Driskel nominees surpassed all expectations with their
brilliant designs and surprising insights. Alexandro
(AJ) Castro is our Community College transfer
(coming from Mt San Antonio College) for a
Professional degree to Cal Poly Pomona. 

Lance Bird, FAIA
January 27, 2022

A Time to Celebrate! -
A Note From the
Fundraising Committee
Chair & Report Editor

2021 was the 50th Anniversary of the Jean Roth
Driskel Scholarship. We made our goal set two years
ago to increase our fund from $50,000 to $300,000,
enabling us to double the number of scholarships in
2022 to four at $7,000 and add a ninth college
(Glendale CC) we support. Amid the pandemic, how
was this possible? Reaching out to our community of
AIA Chapter members, consultants, contractors,
clients, and friends. Letting them know the facts, the
critical need facing architectural students. And
asking for support. Of the amount raised in 2021,
37% were non-members. Aravind Batra, engineer and
VP with P2S Inc. responded when asked why they
give generous support to architectural students: 
“Architects are a critical part of our community. We
can’t design buildings without close collaboration and
coordination with architects. We feel we are partners
in all of this. Mentoring and guiding each other on the
engineering aspect is just as essential as architects
guiding us on the architectural elements of the
building. That creates a synergy for high performance
building design that users benefit from.”

Scholarship Opportunities - We offer scholarship
opportunities for architectural students in the LA
region – five universities and now four community
colleges with the 2022 addition of Glendale
Community College. With each Report to our Chapter
community, we include a report from students and
academics. We are critically aware of the financial
challenges facing many if not most architectural
students.
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A Time to Celebrate!

Our University Driskel Scholar for 2021 is Khan
Muhammad. Khan is a fourth-year Bachelor of
Architecture student at Woodbury University, and
perhaps the first student to receive the Driskel
Scholarship two years in a row. Khan’s insights are
numerous. He sees a paradigm shift in architecture
and school. A degree in architecture with its broad,
diverse training, prepares graduates for many
different fields, evidenced by the surprising number
of graduates that soon join contractors, developers,
construction managers and others, applying their
architectural training in non-traditional careers for
architects. Khan believes schools could help
students understand their strengths in the first year,
by encouraging an academic path of specialization,
completing their degree in that specialty. By
specializing in school, they graduate with greater
marketable skills. Medicine and Law do it.  

Student Insights - See page 7 of this Report, What’s
Up on Campus? Khan Muhammad sees opportunity
for our profession beyond the Covid 19 challenges: 

Jameel Marsden, is an M Arch candidate in his final
thesis semester at USC. He shared with us the
challenges of remote learning, and the opportunities
that emerge when pushed beyond your comfort zone.  
“Financially, the pandemic added extra concerns
because I intended on working part-time on campus
my first year to become acquainted and have an
income for basic expenses. Instead, I had to rely on
my safety net  funds accumulated in my brief 1-1/2
years working, and a scholarship, parental assistance,
and added loans to an already straining tuition
expense. Although an introvert, my desire to be
outgoing and collaborative lead to ways of connecting
with individuals, groups, and organizations.

A goal to raise $100,000 in 2022 through a
Spring Campaign and End of Year Campaign,
with Challenge Matches, enabling us to add a
fifth scholarship in 2023;  
With the assistance of fund administrator
California Community Foundation, a long-range
fundraising program for Estate Planning and “In
Memory of Giving”;
The launch of a Summer Intern Program for the
18 students nominated by their schools for the
Driskel Scholarships; and 
A major donor event to meet our Driskel
Scholars. 

 Perhaps because of this learning experience, I was
selected NOMAS (National Organization of Minority
Architects – Student Chapter) graduate president the
end of my first year. Although, organizing, building
cohesiveness, and maintaining engagement has been
a great challenge as a relatively new student leader. I
have managed to stay grounded enough to make great
strides in all areas of my experience and work here at
USC.”

Leadership – On page 7, Lance Bird comments on
leadership. Clients expect architects to lead the team.
Leadership is tough to teach. And yet, it doesn’t just
happen. “Leadership requires a plan, clear goals, and
action. We rise to the occasion if we truly believe in
the cause, driven by a strong passion.”

As we look to the future – The Jean Roth Driskel
Scholarship Fundraising Committee has a new chair,
Hazim Rabadi, AIA, supported by Rob Tyler, AIA, Vice
Chair, and their team of trustees. Lance Bird, FAIA
steps down as Chair and will continue leading our
Research and Communication efforts. In 2022, you
can expect from the Fundraising Committee:

1.

2.

3.

4.

We hope you enjoy the following 2021 Q4 Report,
serving as our Annual Report. 

“I feel the pressure of this time births the
innovation of new strategies and tools for
the pedagogy and manifestation of
architecture.”

Continued from pg. 3
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for a Community College Student
Transferring to a University for a
Professional Degree

Photo Above:
Photo Left:  Hand Drafted Elevation Drawing by AJ Castro

Digital Render by AJ Castro

Alexander Castro
Jean Roth Driskel
Scholar, 2021
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for a  University Student On Track
to a NCARB Professional Degree Photo Above:

Photo Left:
 Section Drawing by Khan
 Typical Floor Plan Drawing by Khan

Khan Muhammad 
 Jean Roth Driskel
Scholar, 2021
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What's Up...On Campus

 Woodbury School of Architecture has continued its efforts to maintain its level of academic excellence in the
midst of the current worldwide pandemic. Over the past academic year, WSoA has been able to successfully
integrate both virtual and in‐person learning into a single, hybrid education system. Our faculty and staff have
worked tirelessly to ensure a safe and productive environment for all our students, regardless of where they
choose to conduct their learning.

Woodbury students have excelled in this environment. Two such students, Anna Grubinski Ossyra (for her
work titled Materiality of Things) and Lizbet Romero (for her work titled Ornaments of Disposal), each
received the third‐ place prize Affinity Award in this year’s 2x8 Competition. Another student, Khan
Muhammad, made himself very familiar with AIA Pasadena Foothill when he received the Driskel Scholarship
for the second year in a row. His success continues to show the effectiveness of our ongoing Integrated Path
Towards Architectural Licensure (IPAL) Program, which allows students to complete their AXP hours and sit
for their Architectural Registration Exams while still in school. This mid‐pandemic success, however, is not
limited to current students. Woodbury alum Germane Barnes (M.Arch ’12) was commissioned by Lexus to
design an installation inspired by the new Lexus LF‐Z Electrified Concept car and the need for carbon
neutrality in the face of climate change.

Without the continued support of the greater architectural community, much of this success would not be
possible. Many of our students rely on the many generous scholarship programs (such as those your
institution provides) to make their dreams a reality. We thank you for your assistance thus far and look
forward to our continued partnership.

Photo: Woodbury Alum, Germaine Barnes, Installation for Lexus Woodbury University
School of Architecture

Provided by Woodbury School of Architecture
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We’re excited that the Architecture Department at Glendale Community College will join the Jean Roth Driskel
Scholarship program in 2022. A description of the architecture program from their website follows. 
 
Instruction - Most classes are taught in the afternoon and evening to meet the requirements of working and
full-time students. Not only does the department offer instruction in manual drawing, but also Building
Information Modeling (BIM) software such as Revit Architecture and AutoCAD. Most classes are taught in an
informal, studio-type environment like the methods used at 5-year Architecture schools. Many of the
advanced design classes include instruction in model building which teaches the skills needed to create a
study or finished scale model of their project.
 
Transfer Rate - Glendale College has an excellent transfer rate to 4- and 5-year college and university
programs. Recently, our program created a 1-year Articulation Agreement with Cal Poly Pomona for their
Architecture Program. We also have 2-year articulation agreements for the Architecture and Interior
Architecture programs at Woodbury University and with the New School of Architecture and Design in San
Diego, Ca. These agreements allow students that complete some of all the courses for the GCC Architecture
Certificate and a portfolio to be granted credit for the first one or two years of a five-year Bachelors of
Architecture (B.Arch) degree. On the average, 4 to 5 GCC Architecture students transfer each year to local
Architecture Schools. 

The following is a brief note from Department Chair, Dave Martin: 

"The architecture program at Glendale Community College will be offered in remote synchronous format for the
Winter Intersession and the Spring 2022 semester. We may offer some classes in-person for the Fall 2022
semester."

Photo: Glendale Community College CampusGlendale Community College
Architecture Department
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I am an M. ARCH +II student entering my thesis design semester prior to graduation Spring ‘22. I entered USC
with a 4-year Bachelor of Architecture degree and 1-1/2 years of professional experience. My company
transitioned operations virtually at the onset of the global pandemic shutdown Spring and Summer of 2020.
So I was familiar with collaborating virtually in an architectural studio. However, nothing could prepare me for
the psychological challenges paired with the conventional rigor of first-year graduate architecture school,
virtually in a new city! 

“I found that learning and designing without a studio environment and a culture of peers to crosspollinate
ideas with extremely challenging….”

especially with many of our peers and professors living internationally or in a range of time zones for the
semester duration. Not having the peer-to-peer feedback, casual conversation, and simple assistance
developing and communicating clear ideas forced me to spend more late nights working to maintain a high
caliber standard. I had extreme anxiety, more than customarily expected at architecture school. This and
moving from Dallas to Los Angeles with no real connections here forced me to develop a healthy routine of
selfcare via exercise outdoors, hikes, and frequent meditation time.

Financially, the pandemic added extra concerns because I intended on working part-time on campus my first
year to become acquainted and have an income for basic expenses. Instead, I had to rely on my safety net
funds accumulated in my brief 1-1/2 years working, and a scholarship, parental assistance, and added loans
to an already straining tuition expense. Although an introvert, my desire to be outgoing and collaborative lead
to ways of connecting with individuals, groups, and organizations. Perhaps because of this learning
experience, I was selected NOMAS graduate president the end of my first year. Although, organizing, building
cohesiveness, and maintaining engagement has been a great challenge as a relatively new student leader. I
have managed to stay grounded enough to make great strides in all areas of my experience and work here at
USC. 

As school welcomed us back last semester, there was a feeling of being a brand-new student to the
University. It was my first time engaging on campus and in the Watt Hall facilities, learning procedures,
protocols, and the location of various tools at our disposal. 

Jameel Marsden, NOMAS - Graduate President

Photo: Amanda (Siman) Tian's final project
University of Southern California
Architecture Department
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Our school will be remote for the first month of 2022 and hopefully will be resuming to in-person in February
with some students continuing remote, accommodated by the school. In general, the school does a good job
offering COVID tests and takes the safety of staff, students, and people seriously. 

“In general, the school does a good job offering COVID tests and takes the safety of staff, students, and
people seriously.”

I was remote in the Fall semester due to family health. I found the school and the instructors accommodating.
I felt involved and included in my classes. Instructors made themselves accessible for students. I learned and
took away from my classes as much as an in-person student. During this time, more financial support from
the school would benefit students, as many are facing hardships. 

AIAS is doing the best possible under the circumstances. We meet outdoors on campus with social
distancing and careful COVID protocols the school requires. Woodbury has offered training and help to
organization leaders when needed. It is difficult to recruit in this remote environment and to keep students
engaged. This is a skill we are developing when planning AIAS events. 

Except for in-person outdoor tabling, all our events have been held online. AIAS-WU hosted six workshops
through the semester providing software and professional tips to our fellow students. 

Irvin O. Sandoval, AIAS Woodbury President, NOMAS

Photo: Work by B.Arch student Jesus Montes

Woodbury University
AIAS Chapter
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"Complicated by Omicron" sums up these first few weeks of 2022. If you had told me we’d be studying
architecture online, I would have said, “You can do that?” I share some people’s surprise with the advent of a
virtual studio space and their aversion to it. Studio has always been a hands-on workshop where creativity is
the only bug bouncing off from one person to another. Now, my senior years in architecture have been
hijacked by rectangular portraits of my friends and teachers – most of the time only names. COVID has been
an invasive force in our lives, and I stand with many who are disappointed not having in-person classes this
semester. In many ways it has become a cornerstone of my generation and I’m of two minds about it. I would
be remiss if I didn't advocate for my inner introvert and say that remote learning can work. I feel the pressure
of this time births the innovation of new strategies and tools for the pedagogy and manifestation of
architecture. When I look back at these strange years, I want to do so knowing that it did not beat me – that I
took it in, thought of it as a design problem, and found a solution. 

Khan Muhammad, IPAL, NOMAS
2020, 2021 Driskel Scholar

“I feel the pressure of this time births the innovation of new strategies and tools for the
pedagogy and manifestation of architecture.”

Photo: Khan's Studio Work

Woodbury University
JRD Scholar, Khan Muhammad
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DONATE HERE

HELP ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS TODAY

Lance Bird, FAIA James Betancourt,
Assoc. AIA

Doug Ewing, FAIA

Rob Tyler, AIA

Genevieve Enriquez
Assoc. AIA

John Tegtmeyer, AIA

Hazim Rabadi, AIA Adele Chang, AIA

THE JRD SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Kenneth R. Long, AIA, Chair
Veronica R. West, AIA
Ara Zenobians, AIA
Thomas Zartl, AIA 

Assisted in the Driskel Nominee interviews by: 
Fernanda Frisby, International Assoc AIA
Greg Keating
Francisco Arias, Assoc AIA
Maria Setaro
Maria Reyes

Elizabeth Vento
Martin Castro Leal
David Getzin
Dana Ladd
Rochelle Mills

THE JRD SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

OUR PLAN – REACH $300,000OUR PLAN – REACH $300,000    IN 2021 TOIN 2021 TO
DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS,DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS,
INCREASING TO FOUR.INCREASING TO FOUR.

COMPLETED!COMPLETED!

https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund
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Leslie Gaudineer gave generously including
challenges to match their donations in 2021.
Others including our 2020 Vice Chair and
Fundraising Trustee and Corporate Partner
John Tegtmeyer has created more than 20
“On Becoming an Architect (or Engineer)”
videos, with each speaker addressing the
extraordinary financial and other demands of
school, licensure and excelling in our
profession. 

Thirty-seven percent of funds received this
year are from non-AIA members,
demonstrating the extraordinary support
architectural students have from our wider
community. We asked Aravind Batra, VP with
P2S, Inc. a Scholarship Corporate Partner
“You’ve given generously to the Jean Roth
Driskel Scholarship Fund, a program for
architectural students. Why architects?” He
responded “Architects are a critical part of our
community. We can’t design buildings without
close collaboration and coordination with
architects. We feel we are partners in all of
this. Mentoring and guiding each other on the
engineering aspect is just as essential as
architects guiding us on the architectural
elements of the building. That creates a
synergy for high performance building design
that users benefit from.”

Looking Ahead - In 2022 Hazim Rabadi, AIA
has assumed position as Chair of the Jean
Roth Driskel Scholarship Fundraising
Committee, and Rob Tyler, AIA, former
Chapter President, will serve as Vice Chair.
Lance Bird, FAIA, steps down as chair and will
continue as editor of our frequent
communiques. 

Hazim is an ideal leader for scholarship
fundraising. As you’ll see in my brief interview
below, he’s devoted to architectural students
and education. In his 25 years in the
profession, he’s been committed to the design
of educational facilities for over 23 years.

Leadership requires a plan, clear goals, and
action. We rise to the occasion if we truly
believe in the cause, driven by a strong
passion. Robert Kennedy, when asked “what
defines a leader”, responded “a leader brings
out the best in those that follow.” We have a
dedicated, driven fundraising committee of
eight and a supportive community of AIA
members, engineers, contractors, clients, and
friends that share our belief in supporting
architectural students. Fundraising success for
the Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship is occurring
because the donors believe in the cause. They
just had to know about the critical financial
need most architectural students have… and
be asked to donate. They really believe,
demonstrated by a six-fold increase in our fund
in just 27 months, during the pandemic. 

We couldn’t have reached these heights
without exceptional support from our
Benefactors: Bird, Ewing, and Gaudineer.
Lance Bird led the effort; Doug Ewing gained
amazing support from clients; and Scott and

Fundraising Leadership 
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As Office Practice Leader and Education
Market Co-Leader for CannonDesign Los
Angeles, Hazim is dedicated and focused on
maintaining a team throughout all levels of
their practice. In our interview, he put his finger
on why we are losing young talent to other
fields. Since he graduated in 1991, the cost of
college education in California has risen over
four-times relative to median household
income. Today it is impossible to earn your
way though college. Financial support is
essential from families, scholarships, grants,
and/or loans.

Why is financial support critical to students
and therefore our profession? 

As noted previously, I was lucky then, as
an architectural education has become
significantly more expensive even at a
public institution like Berkeley, where it is
over $14k just for tuition or 18% of
$78,100, the median household income in
California in 2019. Tuition is even greater
at a private institution like USC where it is
$60k. That is just tuition, now add the
costs of housing, food, supplies,
transportation, etc. and it is easy to see
why recent generations have had to take
on crippling debt or choose to not pursue a
professional career like architecture. 

Besides the personal trials for individuals
that this financial challenge creates, it has
also affected the profession. Finding
graduates and young architects that can
afford to stay within the profession as they
struggle to pay off their debts is difficult.
Now this is not just a problem for the
architectural profession, as our society is
struggling with this issue, but we in
architecture are paying a heavy price for
the lack of graduates and the diversity that
comes from an affordable education
system. 

Our current scholarship program provides
two scholarships each year expanding to
four in 2022. 

How else can our profession help
students?

Internships and realistic salaries. The
profession already does the first but in
sporadic ways. We need to commit to
regularly engaging the next generation in
our workplaces and recognizing the value
that each new generation provides to our
profession. 

What does support for the Jean Roth
Driskel Scholarship mean to you?

We are all very busy in our careers.
Sometimes we question if we are doing
enough to make things better. I have
realized over the years that we do not
need to re-invent the wheel all the time.
The purpose of the Jean Roth Driskel
Scholarship to encourage mentorship and
the next generation is one that I support
deeply. By supporting the scholarships, I
know I have the structure of a program
that has been focused on that purpose
since 1971. It means I have a team and
organization on my side to make a 
difference.

- Lance Bird, Editor 

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

DONATE HERE

https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund
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FINANCIAL REPORT

$104,870
$25,683
$0
($1,369)
($3,377)

CONTRIBUTIONS

INVESTMENT ACTIVITY

GRANTS

BROKER/BANK FEES

ADMIN MGMT FEES

$313,278$313,278
IN 2021:

53%14%

37%

Experienced housing
insecurity in the previous
12 months.

The eight architectural programs we support have an estimated enrollment of
2,600. We currently give two scholarships each year. That’s not enough! Often
local students mention their financial challenges, such as basic needs insecurities.
Glendale Community College found: 

Experienced
homelessness in the
previous 12 months.

Students experienced food
insecurity in the previous 30
days.

THE NEED FOR STUDENT AID IS GROWING

The Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship Fund
is a component fund of the California
Community Foundation (CCF), a 501(c)
(3) public charity. Contributions to the
California Community Foundation
represent irrevocable gifts subject to the
legal and fiduciary control of the
Foundation’s Board of Directors. The
following financial information is
provided daily by CCF.
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Corporate Partner - $3,000 or greater
Cornerstone Specialty
Adele Chang, AIA
GGA Architects
Mary Hsu

Legacy - $1,000 - $19,999
Anonymous 
B&J HBK, Inc.
Curtis Booth
Brian Buckingham
Adeline Chang, AIA
Thomas Clark, AIA
East Los Angeles College, -
- Michael Hamner, FAIA
Armando Gonzalez, FAIA
Gouvis Engineering Consulting

Platinum - $500 - $999
Bruce A. Bailey, AIA
Building Worx, Inc.
Abe Chorbajian, AIA
Gangi Builders
KTGY
Hiro Kuroki
David Law, AIA
Joe O'Hara, AIA
Anthony O'Keefe, AIA
Orco Block & Hardscape

P2S Engineers
John Tegtmeyer, AIA
Toyota Pasadena

Tracy A. Jeandron, AIA
Gabriel Lefebvre
Kenneth R. Long, AIA
Mark Malaby, AIA
Ken McKently
John Meisenhelder, AIA
Kevin O'Brien, AIA
Kunal Shah, PBS Engineers
Tom Zartl, AIA
Ara Zenobians, AIA
Ari Zieger

Jason Rezell - Linwood Engineering
Vjay Sehgal, FAIA
James Spencer, FAIA
Pamela Hillings Tegtmeyer
Rob Tyler, AIA
Mary Urquhart
Lee-Chung Wang, AIA
Robert Wang, AIA*
Wheeler & Gray
Thomas Zartl, AIA

Benefactor - $20,000 and more
Lance Bird, FAIA and Jane Bird 
Douglas Ewing, FAIA and Margaret Ewing 
Scott Gaudineer, AIA and Leslie Gaudineer

Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship Fund

2021 Donors:

Donors Through 12/31/21

CLICK HERE TO DONATE! DONORS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE 
CHAPTER WEBSITE AND AT MAJOR CHAPTER EVENTS

*Driskel Scholar

https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund
https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund
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Gold - $100 - $499
Rachel Adams, AIA
Anonymous
Jane Becronis, AIA
James Betancourt, Assoc. AIA
James Bruni - California Design Offices 
Charles Bryant, AIA
John Byram, AIA
Joe Catalano, AIA
Brooks Cavin, AIA
The Carroll Family Trust, IMO Hans Mumper
Phillip Chan, AIA
CMC Architects & Engineers
Brian Cravens, AIA
Ralph H. Flewelling, AIA
Lindsey Goodman, AIA
John Goulding, AIA
Douglas Joyce, AIA
Leonard Kersey, AIA
Laura Lehman, AIA
Steven Lewis, AIA
Yael Lir
Simran Malhotra, Assoc. AIA

Silver - $20 - $99
Anonymous
Gary McKee, Assoc AIA

Don Morton - June Lake Accomodations
Varoujan Movsesian, AIA
Heidrun Mumper-Drumm
Don Murphy, AIA
Babak Nassirpour, AIA
Mason Ng, AIA
Nora Family
Gregory Norden, AIA
Don Ou, AIA
Richard Panos, AIA
Martin Perry
Stacy Pray, AIA
Steve Pribyl, Architect
Merritt Raff, AIA
Victor and Dora Smith, Assoc. AIA
Daniel Stein, AIA
Nathan Swift, AIA
Winston Thorne, AIA
Noel Toro, AIA
Veronica West, AIA
Herbert Zuidema, AIA

Peter Schubin, AIA

Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship Fund

2021 Donors:

Donors Through 12/31/21
Continued from pg. 16

CLICK HERE TO DONATE! DONORS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE 
CHAPTER WEBSITE AND AT MAJOR CHAPTER EVENTS

*Driskel Scholar

https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund
https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund

